A beautiful act of generosity helps Dennis O’Brien
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A well-maintained school provides a safe and attractive learning environment for students to successfully grow and develop.
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Thanks to a generous donation from its new principal, the Dennis B. O'Brien Elementary School made the addition of freshly planted mums around the school's sign. 

With a generous $600 donation from Dennis B. O'Brien's new principal, Anthony Benjamin, the school seeks to match its physical appearance with its great academic reputation and instructional and support staff.

Beautifying a school can connect to the district's curriculum and support students' learning about the history of the school and surrounding area, as well as learning about the biodiversity of the school grounds. The personal development opportunities that are often afforded students witnessing or engaged in beautifying a school include, but are not exclusive to, students taking on leadership and volunteer roles in project planning and implementation, instilling a sense of pride and ownership in the school, and working collaboratively with peers in a group when deciding on how the school should look.

Because the most visible results of school beautification are the changes to the physical surroundings, Dennis B. O'Brien began with planting mums under the front entrance message board and installing trees, strategically located throughout the interior of the building.

Staff wants the first thing that students, parents and visitors see as they make the bend entering the school's complex, to be aesthetically pleasing and inviting.

"Witnessing the daily efforts of the dedicated and committed staff and parents at Dennis B. O'Brien, compelled me to provide a monetary donation toward a great cause that would ultimately benefit the students ... I have made similar donations or contributions to nearly every school I have worked at, as I love serving students and supporting teachers becoming successful," said Benjamin.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Gary Vitta concurs with Benjamin and welcomes the beautification, as well as the donation.

