This past Sunday an article appeared in the Star Ledger concerning an 

agreement or contract to perform drainage work at the KDM School. 

 To anyone reading the article, authored by Star Ledger reporter, Dan Goldberg, it 

is clear that the intent of the writer was to imply misfeasance, or worse, with respect to 

the Board, the Administration, or certain employees. 

 First, the public should know that this matter was brought to the attention of the 

media by an individual with a considerable history of similar prior conduct with regard to 

the School District as well as the Township of Rockaway. Indeed, Mr. Goldberg has 

written previously about the Board and Administration based upon information provided 

by the same individual and, in that regard, I ask you to recall the article that appeared in 

the Star Ledger several months ago eliciting criticism of former Superintendent Dr. Gary 

Vitta’s generous donation of a piano and furniture to the School District. Other 

examples of negative conduct plainly intended to cast the Board, its members, and 

members of the administration in bad light are too numerous to mention. 

 However, notwithstanding the source or motivation, this Board values nothing 

greater than its commitment to properly serve the citizens of Rockaway Township. In 

the discharge of that commitment, the source of information as well as the motivation 

behind disclosure of information must initially be disregarded consistent with our 

obligation to maintain the public trust and confidence. Approximately two months ago, 

the Board directed Special Counsel to refer this matter to the Morris County 

Prosecutor’s Office and to request a full and complete investigation by that agency. 

That was done, and we have cooperated fully with the Prosecutor’s Office in that 

regard. Special Counsel has been informed, and has reported to the Board that an 

investigation has been commenced, and we have been directed by the Prosecutor not 

to comment on any of the evidence or allegations concerning this matter. 

 The temptation to comment on the allegations and innuendo, including those that 

have appeared in the media, is great, however, the Board has the obligation to honor 

and respect the direction of the Prosecutor’s Office so that that agency’s investigation 

can proceed in the proper manner. 

 I should make it very clear that we do not expect that any criminal conduct has 

taken place with respect to this matter. Nevertheless, our responsibility to the public is 

great, and we are obligated to take the necessary steps to have the agency properly 

equipped to make that determination perform the evaluation. 

 We also hope that what I have said will satisfy you that the Board and District 

have been silent on this matter for a reason, and that appropriate action was taken long 

before Mr. Goldberg published his article on February 5, 2012. 

 The Board and District will continue their full cooperation with the Morris County 

Prosecutor’s Office, and will do everything in our power to see to it that the pending 

investigation comes to a prompt conclusion. 

 Again, the Board fully expects that no criminal conduct has occurred with respect to this matter and that, at most, we may be dealing with minor administrative issues which could not have, and did not, result in any prejudice or the inappropriate expenditure of funds. Thus, the public should know that, when the Prosecutor’s investigation has concluded, the Board will conduct its own internal investigation and review to determine what, if anything, was amiss. Be assured that if anything is discovered, appropriate corrective action will be taken. 
 It is unfortunate that, once again, the Board is required to spend public funds and 

time that could be far better allocated to our main purpose because certain individuals 

continually seize upon every opportunity to point fingers, create discord, and engage in 

other conduct intended to cast the Board, Administration, and District in a bad light for 

no good purpose. Perhaps, the scrutiny of you, the public, should be more closely 

directed at those individuals and their motivation. Nevertheless, we ask the public to 

recognize and accept that, as we have consistently done in the past, this Board will do 

everything required of it to maintain the public trust and confidence which you have 

demonstrated in us.
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