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Re:  Security Sweep
It has recently been reported in the news media about our district paying $14,400 for a security sweep.  The following statement was read at the November 14 Board meeting about this issue.  The Board felt that this will help the community to understand more about this sensitive issue.

The Board of Education has the right and the responsibility to be cognizant of, and take appropriate action as to all security issues.  The Board would be shirking its duty if it did not do so.  Under state law (Open Public Records Act, or OPRA), matters or information pertaining to security procedures or measures cannot be disclosed.  There is, obviously, good reason and overwhelming common sense supporting that law.  

While any public Board discussion about a statutorily protected issue, particularly involving the safety and security of public buildings, its staff, its students and members of the public, would be inappropriate, as well as violate the letter and intent of the law, one might ask how the Star-Ledger has allegedly been able to obtain detailed information regarding security procedures that the Board has not released.  In other words, if the information that has been publicly disclosed was not legitimately released, then how did it get into the hands of the Star-Ledger?  That just might give some insight to the inquiring mind as to why the Board felt certain security issues needed to be addressed.

Along with the community, the Board regrets that it felt the need to expend the amount of money that was spent for this security endeavor.  However, unfortunately, as long as there are those who seem willing to resort to any means in order to gain information which could then be used for improper purposes, the Board needs to do its duty to protect the district, and the Board will continue to do so.

The services done by the vendor were deemed by the Board to be necessary.  Just like when one is looking for a brain surgeon, one looks for competence rather than a bargain price when dealing with security issues.  The Board always tries to spend the money entrusted to it by the taxpayers very carefully to get the best and most efficient educational system and operational school district possible.  

This Board and the District have been shown over the years to have an exemplary record in its proper and diligent handling of district funds, and this year’s audit results presented at tonight’s Board meeting, once again, verify this.  

So, while the Board will not discuss specifics about security issues and procedures, the Board believes that this was a necessary step to take, and an appropriate expense.
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