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 Hello all and welcome to our Fall Edition of the Dwyer Crier.  Instead of focusing on all the hard changes and the negative events of the past few months, I would like to focus solely on the positive accomplishments.  Since the beginning of school our PTA has been very busy.  First, we put together a very tight budget and had it approved during back to school night.  We have worked closely with committees to help make some of the changes run smoothly, and have gotten some field trips under way.  Additionally, we’ve filled the eBoards chock full of information, gotten the 2010 Reflections program under way, picked assemblies, successfully started our fundraising efforts, picked room parents, and much more.

The PTA has already hosted some fabulous events.  The back to school picnic was a huge success.  We had over 400 people attend and the kids really enjoyed themselves.  Plus all the adults and volunteers seemed to have fun.  It was so nice to see everyone come together to make this night special. 

Next up was our Walk-A-Thon! Again the kids had a blast.  They enjoyed all the different stations to take breaks and play games.  This event was amazing!  We raised over $4000.00.  This money will help fund field trips and other PTA sponsored events throughout the school year. 

Coming to a spooky school near you will be our Halloween Bash on Oct. 29th.  Our committee has hired a DJ, there will be a haunted house and many other fun activities.  Enter the school if you dare!

The Book Fair is fast approaching.  It will be held during the week of November 15th. 

I would like to take the time to thank all of our committee chairs and volunteers for stepping up this year to make Dwyer a great place for our children.  When we all come together for our children we can make amazing things happen.

We are trying to utilize our eBoards to provide you with all the PTA information you need day and night.  Our eBoards will have all the board and committee information, all PTA flyers, School dates, PTA meeting minutes and much more.  Please visit our site at: www.dwyerpta.rocktwp.site.eboard.com 
The PTA Reflections contest theme this year is Together We Can__________________. I am leaving it up to all of you to fill in the blank.  I know we can do our kids proud.

Sincerely,

Rosemary Chabala

PTA President

Principals Message
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to the Dwyer School Family! As we begin a new school year, I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of the entire Catherine A. Dwyer staff, to wish all of our students and families a happy and successful school year. 

The Dwyer staff is committed and dedicated to delivering the best educational programs available. Your child’s success is our success. However, in order for our students to reach their maximum learning potential, we need your help and support. Every one of the recent research studies points to the unquestionable influence parents have over the intellectual growth and learning achievement of their children. Therefore, the partnership between school and home must be stronger than ever.

If you should have any question or wish to speak to a faculty member, please do not hesitate to contact us. Please remember that your concerns and questions are important to us.

As we move forward into the year, there are so many exciting activities and events for us to share as a school community.  I invite you to become an active member and join us.  As I watch my own son grow so quickly it is a constant reminder that we need to stop and spend the precious time with our children and family, 

A “HUGE” thanks has to go out to our PTA!  The work they do over the course of the year is invaluable to our children.  Our school would not be the same without their hard work and attention to detail with programs and events they sponsor for our family.  (The picnic and walk-a-thon were tremendous.)

As per a new State Law, School Security Code: 6A:16-5.1 All New Jersey schools in November will be changing from the traditional two fire drills per month to one fire drill and one security drill.  This is in an effort to ensure all our policies and procedures are current and up to standards.  As an aside, this will not cause any additional time loss of instruction for children.  The security drills have been planned to take about as much time as a fire drill.

Halloween is fast approaching and as your family is out shopping for the wonderful costumes please remember that no weapons can be brought to school for the parade. 

Just a reminder that conferences are coming up in the near future; this is a wonderful time to forge that bond with your child’s teacher to ensure all expectations, academic goals, and/or concerns are expressed to the teacher and parents.  I am confident your experience with our teachers during your conferences will be informative and enlightening.

In closing, please note that I am always available to you and can be reached in the following manners:

By phone: (973) 361-7450

Email: MikeM@rocktwp.morris.k12.nj.us

Have a Great Year!

Michael J. Mc Govern

Principal

CLASS NEWS
Kindergarten  

The Kindergarteners have taken a big leap into the school year. We are participating in a frog theme this year and have been making leaps of progress! This year’s classes have been busy learning their letters, sounds and sight words. We have completed a project and a song for each of our letters and are also working hard on our months of the year big books.

In math, we have been learning about sorting, patterns and positions, comparing sets and graphing and will be working with numbers soon! 

Kindergarten classes are also participating in Writer’s Workshop and are enjoying our literature. We like learning about what authors and illustrators do, how hard they work and how much fun they have in creating the books we read. 

Finally, we are looking forward to celebrating Halloween with our costumes and parade. We can’t wait to show everyone our creative costumes and all the Autumn projects we have been working on!
The Kindergarten Teachers
First Grade

First grade is off to a fabulous start!  The children have done a wonderful job adjusting to a full day of school.  We are very proud of the job the children have done learning the rules and routines of our classrooms.  During the month of October, the first graders have been working hard putting together their pumpkin life cycle presentations.  They are very excited about presenting their projects in the beginning of November.  In math, we have finished a chapter on addition and have begun subtraction.  Please continue to practice both addition and subtraction facts with your child.  We will continue to send flashcards home to add to your child’s flashcard bag.  In Language Arts, we have started writer’s workshop.  They have listened to many stories that encourage them to add details to their writing and have learned the procedures to follow throughout writing time. At the end each lesson the students are excited to share their writing with each other.  We are looking forward to meeting with you and discussing your child’s progress during conferences in November.  

 The First Grade Teachers
Second Grade

“Hear ye, hear ye!” Second grade is just finishing up their unit on “sound”. We learned the importance of good listening and observation when doing experiments. Because of Star Lab coming to Dwyer the end of October, we will be traveling to the “Night Sky” next.

All second graders have learned about the importance and the responsibilities of being good citizens. National symbols ( ie. Statue of Liberty, Liberty Bell, Uncle Sam, etc.) are being discussed in this unit. Throughout the year, holidays and special occasions will also be acknowledged.

We can’t emphasize enough the importance of the memorization of number facts once the concept is understood. Speed and accuracy is important now and for continued success throughout the next school years. We can’t do this without you. We appreciate all your help and involvement at home.

The Second Grade Teachers

Third Grade

It is hard to believe that November is here! The third grade has been busy practicing their map skills for the map skills/hemispheres unit in social studies; and completing our Weather Watching Unit in science. As the weather changes, we will note the differences that each season brings. 

Rounding numbers and identifying place value of larger numbers has been studied and will be revisited throughout the school year. In our next unit we will be working with money. The children have also been busy practicing basic math facts. Please continue to practice these at home for speed and accuracy. 

In language arts we continue to work on story elements through novels, short stories, poetry, and our Storytown series. In writing we are focusing on the craft of writing. 

Please continue to stress and reinforce the importance of following both written and oral directions; as well as looking over work and checking answers. Neatness should also be encouraged.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

The Third Grade Teachers  
Fourth Grade

The fourth grade classes have been sharing in the joy of reading through novels. All three classes have celebrated the book Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume. We have started our Literature Lunch activities. Mrs. Reeves’ class read Ramona the Brave, while Miss Termotto’s class read The War with Grandpa and Mrs. Weilbaecher’s class read Class Clown. The students enjoyed munching on various foods including vegetables, muffins, oranges and grapes. It was a great way to start the school year and to encourage good reading practices.  

In Social Studies all classes have enjoyed finding Historical Markers in Rockaway Township and Morris County.  We’re hoping that the posters and PowerPoint presentations will be outstanding as usual. Our next project will be an oral interview with an older person around Thanksgiving.

 Our fourth grade scientists have been very busy. The students conducted their first lab experiment investigating which items would sink and which would float. They also learned about the systems of the body and the life processes of organisms. 

 In October, the math classes will develop a variety of skills by working with several plump pumpkins.  The students will estimate weight, measure height in inches and centimeters and even find the circumference of one rather large pumpkin.  As the students work in groups they will go to different stations. At one stop, they will make a graph in which they plot their estimations.  Finally, they will solve some peculiar pumpkin word problems.  

We look forward to our first field trip to Waterloo Village which will help us understand how the Lenape Indians lived and work many years ago.
FIFTH GRADE

The fifth graders have been very busy in Math class! They have learned about numbers from hundred billions to decimals through thousandths. Also the students have been ordering and comparing these numbers. All three classes have been working with variables, translating algebraic expressions into words and evaluating equations. Currently they are practicing addition and subtraction of decimal numbers remembering to align the decimals. Then on to multiplication and division so please review those facts. 
Mrs. Fuchs and the fifth grade staff
SCRIP PROGRAM

Be on the lookout, our Scrip fundraiser will help you get all your holiday shopping done in one place.  Scrip offers our PTA gift cards from 1000's of locations.  The only cost is the cost of the gift card, yet our PTA will earn a % for each gift card purchased.  Some of the popular gift cards purchased last year were:  ShopRite, ITunes, Aeropostale, AMC Theaters just to name a few.  So if you have a hard to shop for person, or you just want to stock up on some Shoprite Gift Cards, look for the Scrip flyer to come home in back packs in early November.
Walkathon:

After a rain delay the walkathon was held on October 8th and was a HUGE SUCCESS.  We raised $4000!  We had 36 donations of more than $50 which won them a $25 Restaurant.com gift card.  The children had a fabulous time walking around the school.  The bubble station was a fan favorite, along with the long jump.  A big thank you to all the volunteers that came out that day to help out it was greatly appreciated. 

Thanksgiving Food Drive

It’s that time of year again when we will be asking families to donate non-perishable food items for the annual Thanksgiving Food Drive.  Donation boxes will be set up outside the main office for the donated items.  Watch for flyers in your child’s back-pack coming in November.  The last day to drop off food items is Monday, November 22nd.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions please contact Erinn Regen at 973-664-9161 or Linda Rizzuto at 973-586-6734.

Thank You and Happy Thanksgiving!

REFLECTIONS PROGRAM
Attention All C.A. Dwyer Students !!!
Express yourself through Words, Pictures,

Music, Photography, Dance and Film/Video

This year’s theme:

“ Together We Can”
Drop off your entries at the school office 

by Monday, November 1st, 2010

Go http://www.ptareflections.org/cs/rules_and_documents
for program information and rules

or

contact Orest or Darka Pencak

email: opencak@verizon.net
CULTURAL ARTS

Top of Form

This year in cultural arts we have some new members. We would like to welcome Lorrein Samuels-Stanford. As for the rest of the group – Judy Levinson, Richelle Feigin and Randi Epstein – they have been working together to find great assemblies and book them for our children. 

We had our 1st assembly on Wednesday, October 20th. David Kaye with Elite Martial Arts shared a bully-proof program titled “Transforming Lives through Martial Arts.” Roe Chabala, our PTA president, said, “My kids really enjoyed it.” During the show, the kids were given instructions and challenged to sit and watch David as he too taught them how to diffuse the situation if they were being bullied. “I like to act like the bully while the children are on the lunch line, and see what they do to diffuse the situation,” Mr. McGovern added. 

Mark your calendar! We have already booked the following assemblies: 

12/9 David Jack is slated to present “Hip Hop Now! With Reggie.” This is an assembly to get the children up, dancing and exercising. 

1/10 The Grand Falloons will present “Our Earth, What a Gas,” a science assembly on how wasted resources, litter and other pollutions threaten our earth’s atmosphere. 

2/23 Kid Power will be at Dwyer for “Operation Lunch Line,” a Health and Welfare assembly for our children to “learn the value of good nutrition and exercise” using a 3-D visual effect of the inside of a human body. 

3/24 Patrick Garner’s “Houdini and the Magic of Thinking Big” is on our schedule for March. It is a magical show with lots of motivation to teach the children to think BIG. 

As always afternoon kindergartners are welcome to attend the morning assemblies with their parents, and all parents are invited as well. We do ask that you check in with the office, and that if you are bringing in small children that they stay with you at all times.
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR

November 15th – November 19th
This year's theme is:  Here's to Our Heroes! Reading Saves the Day!
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Come check out this year's awesome selection of titles. Books can be purchased during school and at parent/teacher conferences. We will be continuing to support One for Books program this year with donations going to a new program: Reach Out and Read of N.J.  More info will be sent home soon.

Volunteers needed, contact Karen Benzkofer at kbenzz88@optonline.net
Get your Winning Ticket today!
50/50
CA Dwyer 50/50
Winner will be announced 3/5/11
Additional Tickets Contact Lorraine Melhorn 862-219-0129
From the Desk of the School Nurse
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Rosa De Candia RN, BSN, CSN        
It’s October, the leaves are changing and the weather is getting cool. The month of October is full of month long observances, week long observances, and recognition days. The most notable are Fire Prevention Week on the 4th-10th, Infection Control Week recognized internationally on 18-24th, and of course, Breast Cancer Awareness Month recognized nationally. 

On Friday, October 15, we had a Breast Cancer Fundraiser for the American Cancer Society-Making Strides Campaign. As a school, we raised $282.15 that I took with me to the Making Strides Breast Cancer Walk held in Parsippany on Sunday, October 17 on behalf of Dwyer School. A very big “thank you” to everyone for your support in the help to create a world with less breast cancer. 

While I have your attention….. Have you had your mammogram this year? The best defense against breast Cancer is finding it early! If you are 40 years old or older get a mammogram and breast exam by a doctor or nurse every year and always report any changes to your doctor without delay. If you are younger than 40 and/or have a family history please discuss this with your doctor. Dad-men of the household, if you are reading this, men get breast cancer too! Gentlemen, although you do not get yearly mammograms if you detect a lump in the breast never ignore it! 

Infection Control Week also recognized in October and cannot go ignored. Hand washing: the single most important method in preventing the spread of infection including the seasonal flu. 

Please note: Although endorsed by the CDC, the use of hand sanitizer does not replace hand washing! It should be used in the absence of soap and water. 

When should you wash your hands? 

* Always if your hands are visibly dirty 

* Before preparing or eating food 

* After changing diapers or cleaning up a child who has gone to the bathroom 

* Before and after tending to someone who is sick 

* After blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing 

* After handling an animal or animal waste 

* After handling garbage 

* Before and after treating a cut or wound 

WASH YOUR HANDS EVERY CHANCE YOU GET AND “WASH” THE GERMS AWAY!




Well…once again Market Day is with us. We anticipate another successful year in conjunction with Stony Brook to maximize our profits. September was our first sale. We did not anticipate a lot of orders but, overall, the sales were good. Our October sale proved differently however. We are looking forward to bigger sales coming through over the next few months with possible perks for orders placed over the next couple months. This is a great fundraiser to be involved in; especially if you’re working…it’s once a month for 2 hours or whatever time you can give. Our November sale includes our 5th grade pie “fundraiser within a fundraiser” which is separate through Market Day so please support the Class of 2011! Flyers will be sent home with further details regarding this.
Market Day offers a variety of products that are affordable, delicious and convenient. Whether you’re looking for quick meals, quality meats, veggies or steaks, meals at home are as close as your freezer!  
NEW CUSTOMERS SAVE $5 when you spend $25*
Enter Promo Code: NEWFIVE at checkout. 
Hurry now as this offer expires 10/31/10.
 Below are the upcoming dates for the rest of the year:
	Month
	Sale Day
	Pick-Up Date
	Pick Up Time
	Internet 
Cut-Off Date
	Customer 
Cut-Off Time

	September
	Wednesday
	9/8/2010
	7:00:00 PM
	9/2/2010
	11:00 PM CST

	October
	Wednesday
	10/6/2010
	7:00:00 PM
	9/30/2010
	11:00 PM CST

	November
	Wednesday
	11/3/2010
	7:00:00 PM
	10/28/2010
	11:00 PM CST

	December
	Wednesday
	12/1/2010
	7:00:00 PM
	11/23/2010
	11:00 PM CST

	January
	Wednesday
	1/12/2011
	7:00:00 PM
	1/6/2011
	11:00 PM CST

	February
	Wednesday
	2/9/2011
	7:00:00 PM
	2/3/2011
	11:00 PM CST

	March
	Wednesday
	3/9/2011
	7:00:00 PM
	3/3/2011
	11:00 PM CST

	April
	Monday
	4/11/2011
	7:00:00 PM
	4/5/2011
	11:00 PM CST

	May
	Wednesday
	5/11/2011
	7:00:00 PM
	5/5/2011
	11:00 PM CST

	June
	Wednesday
	6/8/2011
	7:00:00 PM
	6/2/2011
	11:00 PM CST


 

Please contact me if you are interested in helping out…volunteers are also needed so please let me know.

Trish Merwin

Market Day Chairperson
(973) 625-9460
Help Wanted!
Committee members NEEDED FOR A Night at the Races.

For details contact Lorraine Melhorn at 4melhorn@optonline.net or call 862-219-0129.
[image: image7.png]SAVETHE DATE

The CA Dwyer PTA Presents
A Nite at the Races
march 5th, 2011

Food fun and friends
Great Prizes
50/50 winner will be announced!
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